Vol. 9, No. 1, Spring 2015

/EPPEL

Post Journal

%;’r/_c%‘(w/ﬁ %’({ rafiec o H_Q)/fﬂlﬁ'ifd (‘%Wﬁ( re
SAN MARINO

Aerogramma Raccomandato (N. 2522) spedito da San Marino e diretto ad Recife (Brasile)

Affrancato con un esemplare di Posta Aerea da L. 3 celebrativo della croderz del Dirigibile Graf Zeppelin, emesso il 28
Aprile 1933 (SASSONE N. All). Integranc I'affrancatura due esemplari della serie “Nuovo Palazzetto della Posta® da C.
50 eda L. 1,75 (SASSONE N. 160 e 162) e un esemplare della serie "Onofri” da C. 20 (SASSONE N. 124). Annuliato in
partenza al recto con due bolli "REPUBBLICA DI SAN MARINO / POSTE / 27.MAG.933", in transito con un bollo "AMB.
ANCONA ROMA 124 (A) / 28.5.33" e in arrivo con un bollo "PERNAMBUCO / 4A SECCAO-TARDE / 6.V1.33". Sono inoitre
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A mio parere, il documento postale qui sotto riprodotto fotograficamente & autentico. I francobolli e gli annulli presenti
sono originali e con inchicstri tipic deli'epoca. Al momento dell’esame, Iinsieme si presenta complessivamente in ottimo
stato di conservazione ed & stato firmato al recto. Genova, 17/07/2014.
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1935COVERFROMADEN ON DLH

CATAPULT, INTENDED FOR ZEPPELIN
Piyush Khaitan

a few months ago because it was intended to be flown by Zeppelin, but missed

the flight and was sent a week later on the Deutsche Lufthansa Catapult air
mail flight. Fortunately for me, the seller was persistent, insisted I reconsider,
and he then requested the expert, Dieter Leder of the ZEPPELIN STUDY GROUP to
share his opinion in support. Mr. Leder was kind enough to do so, and I have bor-
rowed liberally from his information, and from additional material listed at the
end to put together the story of this cover’s interesting journey.

Aden is a seaport city in Yemen located by the eastern approach to the
Red Sea. From 1838 until 1937, Aden was governed as part of British India and
was known as the Aden Settlement. The port lies about equidistant from the Suez
Canal, Mumbai (Bombay), and Zanzibar, which were all important British pos-
sessions. The Aden Settlement used adhesive postage stamps of British India
from October 1, 1854 until Aden became a crown colony on April 1, 1937. Dur-
ing this period, the Aden Post Office was administratively under the Bombay
General Post Office.

The Aden registered cover is franked with British India King George V
Silver Jubilee stamps issued earlier that year in 1935. India stamps were used for
postage in Aden until 1937. The total postage on this cover is 13 %2 annas. (16 an-
nas = 1 Rupee under the fractional currency system in use until 1957). 13 1/3 Ru-
pees were equivalent to 1 Pound Sterling at that time. Postage rates for Foreign
Mail from Aden were the same as from India. Postage rate comprised of 3 % an-
nas as the letter rate for Brazil + 6 annas Air Fees + 3 annas Registration Fee for
foreign mail. This adds up to 12 % annas. The additional 1 anna franking is not
explained.

The sender Paul Griss from Switzerland is a well known sender for Zep-
pelin mail and the addressee was Zeppelin crew member Albert Thasler. Lots of
philatelic Zeppelin mail was addressed to crew members since Zeppelin mail to
South America had to be addressed to South America. And as not everyone had
an uncle in South America, they used the crew members as addressees.

The cover was dispatched from Aden on October 13, and the next post-
mark is from Berlin on October 30. With 17 days in transit, we think that the cov-
er went by surface, perhaps via London or the cover had a very bad airmail
connection.

IACTUALLY TURNED DOWN this cover when it was first offered to me for sale
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It was intended for carriage on the Zeppelin: This was either the October
23 (Wednesday), Zeppelin departure for South America, Zeppelin flight #490, ar-
rival at Recife due on 26 October or the November 7 departure for South America,
Zeppelin flight #496, arrival at Recife due on November 10. The German airmail
service was operating once a week to South America, and flights were departing
the night of Wednesday/Thursday from Germany. This weekly service was oper-
ated by the Deutsche Lufthansa (DLH) catapult service and by the airship LZ-127
GRAF ZEPPELIN operated by Luftschiffbau Zeppelin GmbH respectively.
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Unusual Origin Airmail cover dispatched at Aden in Yemen, by that time Aden
Settlement and part of British India.

That this cover was intended to be flown by Zeppelin is evident from the routing
instruction. On the top left corner of the cover, the red manuscript reads «Pour
dirigible GRAF ZEPPELIN via London/Overland». The routing instruction was lat-
er partially obscured by the «Mit Deutscher Luftpost» German airmail etiquette.
With the October 30 arrival at Berlin, the cover clearly had missed the October
23 Zeppelin departure. Since the cover was intended for Zeppelin, the post office
should have held the cover for another week to make the Zeppelin flight #496 de-
parting on November 7. Instead of holding the cover, and delaying the arrival in
South America by a full week, they sent it on the next service to South America,
and this was the October 31 DLH departure on Thursday, for South America
(flight #L 119), arrival 2 November. The arrival mark at Pernambuco of Novem-
ber 3 also matches the arrival date of the October 31 DLH ﬂ1ght
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CONNECTION

All mail handled in Germany which went on the German airmail service
(r_egardless of carrier DLH or Zeppelin) received the red flight cachet. So the
flight cachet alone does not indicate which service the cover was finally on, only
dispatch, transit and arrival marking indicate the service. In 1935 any mail with
the red «Deutsche Luftpost, Europa — Sudamerika, ‘e’» cachet was serviced at
Stuttgart.

While the Zeppelin was departing from Friedrichshafen the DLH flights
were departing from Stuttgart (and later in 1936 from Frankfurt). All mail for the
DLH service was sent to Stuttgart and was serviced there. Only very late mail
with a tight connection at Stuttgart was serviced at other places, e.g. Berlin. Such
late mail went on the Berlin-Stuttgart connection service (DLH) or Berlin-
Friedrichshafen connection service (Zeppelin). So any mail dispatched in time
was sent by train or regular airmail to Stuttgart and received the flight cachet
with the letter ‘e’, the late mail at Berlin received the ‘a’ cachet from Berlin.
Since the Aden cover reached Berlin on October 30 at 6 am, there was plenty of
time to make it to Stuttgart for the October 31, 5 am departure to South America.
This was doable by regular train services or by regular airmail services (or a mix-
ture of both services). This also explains why the cover has a regular Berlin tran-
sit marking and the Stuttgart flight cachet, and why the cover never was at
Friedrichshafen.

So, while it is a catapult cover and was not flown by Zeppelin, it still be-
longs to a Zeppelin collection since it was previously intended for the Zeppelin
service but was sent on the catapult service to ensure a faster delivery. Mr. Leder
adds, «I have more than 50,000 Zeppelin and catapult covers recorded. I have
checked my files and I have not yet recorded any Aden mail with British India
postage. This is the first Aden cover I have seen. So it is really rare. I am not say-
ing that it is unique because it is a philatelic cover and I am quite sure that the
sender prepared more than just this one cover».

This story is also being published in India Post of the India Study Circle. |

A request:
I am compiling a list of all documented «Indian Zeppelin & Catapult mail»,

which I intend to publish someday. This means any mail either bearing British
India and/or French India postage stamps, or any mail addressed to India,
which has a Zeppelin or Catapult mail connection. This would include mail
not only from/to the Indian mainland, but also any mail covered under the
broader definition of the Indian Postal System as it then existed.

I will appreciate if readers will share scans and other information of items in
their collection or in their knowledge, or provide suggestions by email to
pk@khaitan.in

All contributions will be gratefully acknowledged - Piyush Khaitan.
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